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King County 

PROCLAMATION 
WHEREAS, we honor the invaluable contributions and leadership of Asian Americans, Native 

Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders across King County, whose communities are 
diverse and distinct in culture, ethnicity, history, language, nationality, racial 
identity, religion, and a variety of complex identities - which means there is no 
single story of the AANHPI experience, but many different stories that strengthen 
our society; and 

WHEREAS, we pay respect to AANHPI workers, community leaders, and employees in King 
County serving on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic, and recognize the 
recent, specifically heavy toll Pacific Islander communities are experiencing; and 

WHEREAS, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders lead and sustain King 
County in every facet of life, industry and profession; yet too many AANHPI 
people do not have the conditions needed to thrive due to systemic barriers to 
economic and environmental justice, and health equity, which are masked by data 
that fail to reflect specific barriers that Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, 
Southeast Asian, and South Asian communities in the United States face; and 

WHEREAS, although AANHPI stories are core to the history of King County, Washington, and 
the nation, the communities share the experience of othering and treatment as 
foreigners - Native Hawaiians who are indigenous to their state, families who have 
lived in the U.S. for generations, and recent immigrants and refugees; and 

WHEREAS, present-day inequities faced by AANHPI communities are rooted in our regional 
and national history, governmental actions and rhetoric of exclusion, 
discrimination, racism, xenophobia, and Islamophobia, as recently shown by the 
increase of anti-Asian violence. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dow Constantine, Executive of King County, do hereby proclaim the 
month of May 2021 to be 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
in King County. I encourage residents to join in this recognition of the cultures, traditions, and 
histories of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in our County and nation. 
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Dow Constantine 
King County Executive 




